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Oh! The Places You Will GO

Lloyd B. Williams, MS, MD, PhD
Director DukeGO – Global Ophthalmology Division, Duke University
Director Refractive Surgery, Duke University
July 2024
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42

The Americas

Europe

Eastern

Mediterranean

6.6%

Blind in both eyes worldwide
(4 times the population of North Carolina)

million
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8080

Ophthalmologists per million persons

7171
High income

countries

North Asia

Middle East
North Africa

43

Latin America
30

9
SE Asia

Sub Saharan Africa
2

Source: Resnikoff et el., 2020, data submitted to IAPB by Ministry of Health

South Sudan – 5 per 12 million (0.4 / million)

Duke GO

What are we doing at Duke GO

Surgery Education Infrastructure
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What are we doing at Duke GO

Surgery Education Infrastructure

Sites where Duke GO has worked
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South Sudan
Indonesia

Sierra 
Leone
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Happy to See You - South Sudan
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What are we doing at Duke GO

Surgery Education Infrastructure
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Sierra Leone - Teaching Cornea Transplants

Sierra Leone

- 1st cornea

transplant 

- 1st local 

surgeon 

transplant
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Cornea Transplant Education – El Salvador

What are we doing at Duke GO

Surgery Education Infrastructure

Cornea Transplant Training in Indonesia. 
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What are we doing at Duke GO

Surgery Education Infrastructure

Building Project in Sierra Leone

� Connaught NEH

– 1 slit lamp

– 1 OR microscope

– About 2000 sq. ft.

� Future

– Training 7 new eye 

surgeons in 4 years

– 4 surgeons currently 

Education Partnerships in South Sudan
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Basic Principles of Duke GO

Quality Partnership Lasting Impact

Very high quality surgery and outcomes
� Best outcomes 

possible / Best 

practices

� No diminished care

� Outcome tracking

� Established follow-up
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We use primarily local teams for surgery

We go only places where we are invited. 

Follow local laws and medical licensing

Humility: 
We train 
(and learn from)

local doctors

Long‐term Partnerships: 
52 Transplants in 3 years in Sierra Leone
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How to Get Involved. 

� Find local partners – or get involved with 

organizations already locally embedded

� Plan to learn new skills

� Plan to be flexible and uncomfortable 

(sometimes)

� Have fun and cure blindness!

My MSICS Training
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Tough Operating Conditions
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Guatemala
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Lloyd.williams@duke.edu


