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Objectives

- What led me to Global 
Ophthalmology

- What is Global 
Ophthalmology?

- What is “Glocal”?

- How can we train ‘global 
citizens’?
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Aligning my passion with opportunity

What is Global 
Ophthalmology?

Starting with the definitions

What is Global Health

Photos from: lshtm.ac.uk
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What is Global Health

Photos from: npr.org

Global Health

Global Health

“Global health is an area for 

study, research, and practice 

that places a priority on 

improving health and 

achieving equity in health for 
all people worldwide.”
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Global Ophthalmology

“Global ophthalmology is 

an area for study, research, 

and practice that places a 

priority on improving vision

health and achieving equity 

in health for all people 

worldwide.”

“Academic” Global Ophthalmology

Aims to strengthen health 
systems by providing 

education, research, and 
clinical care in 

collaboration with our 
partners

“Academic” Global Ophthalmology

Aims to strengthen 

health systems by 
providing education, 
research, and clinical 
care in collaboration 

with our partners
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� How can we work together?

� What can we learn form 
each other?

� Learn from each other’s 
successes and failures

Openness

Vulnerability

Communication

Collaboration

GO – Emory

Putting Global Ophthalmology into Practice
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Retinoblastoma: Performed a 
needs assessment. Presented to 

National and International 
Stakeholders. Adopted by the 

MOH

SECURE: Highlighted the need 
for ongoing cataract 

outcome management. Now 
proceeding with SECURE II 

Trachoma Sequelae: 
evaluation of lacrimal system 

scarring and tear film 
inflammatory markers

Working with our partners to develop the 

questions and needs, research and answers 

and implement programs for change

Partnering with an NGO to enhance 
surgical training for residents and 

fellows. From 10+ cases in residency -> 
300+ cases in fellowship

ICO Review Course: A partnership between 
Academic centers, NGOs, Residency 

Programs. Resulted in Ethiopia being the TOP 
performer on ICO exam internationally

Bidirectional surgical training: Phaco training 
and SICS training amongst faculty, fellows 

and residents

Global Ophthalmology

“Global ophthalmology is an 

area for study, research, and 

practice that places a priority 

on improving vision health and 

achieving vision equity for 

all people worldwide.”

What is “GLocal” 
Ophthalmology?

vision equity for all people 
worldwide

The application of the same 
principles of global ophthalmology 
to local communities (ie the United 

States)
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The challenges of the 
US Health System

� Access is limited to the insured

� What type of insurance

� What type of care and where

� Efficient utilization of the limited 
resources for the uninsured and 
underinsured

Medicaid

93.9% of vision providers accept at least one 
type of Medicaid

But only 46.6% accept new Medicaid patients. Medicaid plans have varying levels of provider 
acceptance, ranging from 21.8% to 76.5%, with 
acceptance of new Medicaid patients even 

lower, between 14.1% and 35.2%.

Medicaid Barriers in Georgia

Rural and non‐rural providers did not differ significantly in Medicaid acceptance rate (p=0.17). 
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The Built Environment

� Takes into account

� Location of optometry and 

ophthalmology offices

� Availability of public 

transportation

� Highways and roads

� Provides key information on 

access

Georgia Eye Care and the Built 
Environment

Need and AccessibilityTotal Ophthalmology & 
Optometry Offices in Georgia

DENSITY:#Visually impaired 
per 1,000 population

Georgia Eye Care and the Built 
Environment

Georgia ADITotal Ophthalmology & 
Optometry Offices in Georgia

DENSITY:#Visually impaired 
per 1,000 population
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Georgia Vision 2020 
& the Georgia Vision Network

Vision Screening 
Performed by 
any organization 

in the state

Patient is identified as 
needing a full eye exam 
- Information is entered into the 

GVN Database and patient is 

paired to available care

Patient is paired with 

a local eye care 
provider through 

GVN or other 

outreach program

Local care is not 
available and a 

mobile clinic is 
arranged at a later 

date by GVN partners

11 22

3A3A 3B3B

The Cost of Eye Care

Employee vs Employer ratio 

Cost of Marketplace Insurance

Reality of gap between Medicaid 
eligibility and the marketplace cost

Cost of serving uninsured and late 
stage disease

The growing >65 population

Its Not Just Patient Cost

The Medicaid/Medicare Barrier

� Decreasing Reimbursement
� Increasing cost of care

� More complex patients

� ‘Unreliable’ Patients

How do we bridge this gap?
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Advocacy at ALL Levels

What is the answer?

Global Ophthalmology

“Global ophthalmology is 

an area for study, research, 

and practice that places a 

priority on improving vision

health and achieving equity 

in health for all people 

worldwide.”
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Collaborative 
Thinking

� Understanding the real
barriers to access

� Understand the challenges 
of patients AND providers

� Recognize everyone is 
going to lose a little bit

�Advocating for our 
patients and our profession

GO 
Fellowship

GO 
Distinction 

Track

GO Resident 
Lecture Series

Training the Future
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…we have a bigger impact 

& can solve greater 

problems!

With collaborative
thinking…

save the date

Global ophthalmology summit 2024
9 - 11 AUGUST 2024 | PORTLAND, OREGON

G L O B A L O P H T H A L M O LO G Y S U MM I T . O R G
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save the date

Global ophthalmology summit 2024
9 - 11 AUGUST 2024 | PORTLAND, OREGON

G L O B A L O P H T H A L M O LO G Y S U MM I T . O R G

Thank you
� Jacquelyn O’Banion, MD

Associate Professor of Ophthalmology

Director Global Ophthalmology

Emory University, Atlanta GA

Jacquelyn.obanion@emory.edu


